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perhaps have turned away. For many years the demands of
Ireland upon the English Exchequer had been considerable,
and they had increased greatly since the flight of the Earls.
Even now that peace was established and the colonists had
begun to settle in Ulster, the military expenditure lay as a
heavy weight upon James. Though, after consultation with
Carevv, Chichester had agreed to diminish the number of the
troops, the expenses of the army alone far exceeded the revenue
of the country, leaving the civil establishment still to be provided
for.1 The English Exchequer had hitherto borne the burden
of supplying the deficiency ; but after the failure of the Great
Contract, the English Government had enough to do to find
money to meet its own wants. In this difficulty it is not sur-
prising that James consented to an arrangement which had at
all events the advantage of providing money when it was most
needed. It was suggested to him that there were many among
the English gentry who would willingly pay considerable sums
for the grant of a hereditary title, and that the money thus
obtained might be used for the support of the army in Ulster.
Accordingly James offered the title of Baronet to all persons
of good repute, being knights or esquires possessed of lands
worth i,ooo/. a year, provided that they were ready to pay the
Exchequer i,o8o/. in three annual payments, being the sum
required to keep thirty foot-soldiers for three years. It was
expected that there would be two hundred persons bearing
the new title.2 Although, however, the number was made up
before the end of the reign, it was not for some years that even
half that number was obtained. Within three years, 90,0007.
had been gained by the Exchequer in this manner, which,
though it did not amount to the whole sum required to defray
the expenses of the Irish Government, was a considerable assist-
ance in a time of difficulty.3

1 After the reduction, the army cost 35,8ro/. The revenue of Ireland
was 24,000?. Lambeth MSS. 629, fol. 19, 98.

- Patent, May 22, 1611, in Collins's Baronetage, iv. 289.

3 Paid up to March 25, 1614, 90,8857. Sent into Ireland up tc
Michaelmas 1613, 129,013;. (Lansd. MSS. 163, fol. 396; compare Lansd.
MSS. 1531 fol. I). For the three years the expenses of the Irish army